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Potentate

Jerry Baxter
enjoyed the
elephant ride as
he waved to

the crowd during
one of the Circus
performances.

i you call Past Potentate
Sherwood Kaiser during
Circus week, you will
probably hear him answer
“Shrine Circus” on his
cellphone. It is good the
Executive Director of the
Cireus has an understanding
employer who supports the
work of Shriners. A sincera
thanks to lllustrious Sir
Sherwood for all the time
spent to promote the Circus
for a number of years.
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Spring Ceremonial
set for May 29 & 30

Mustrious Sir ferry Baxter is ready o
welcomie Nobles and Ladics 1o Duncan on
My 29 and 30 for & Cerermonial to initdare
mew memmbers into Hejaz.

ROOM RESERVATIONS

Headguarters  motel  will  be  the
Hampion Inn, Duncan, lecaved st off |-
B5 at Exit 290, Hates are 579,00 to S55.00
depending on room Iy All reservations
must be made through the Temple ofice.
Call Virginis nt B64-27 7T-4346 o 1-H00-833
Bana,

REGISTRATION

Meabdes amd Ladies can regisies to p:1|.-|i-:'.
Ipate in the weekend activities,

Registration packages will be distrib-
Litescl an [-'ri|,13:|:.' | i, =30 Pk,

v thee Hampion Inn Lobly,

Candidates and thieir ladies will not be
charged a registration fee. The Ditectors
Stadl will dssue repistration packets 1o
Candidates an Friday afternoon at check-
.

Reglstratlon s 10} per persom,
Incheded: Friday: Hospiadity at Hampton
Tras, Hinmbargers a1 .'m-'l:u.l-[itl:.. and dance
at Med-Ciry. Sarurday:  Lunch {or Noble,
Hospieality at Hampton Inn and dande ot
Mid-Ciny,

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

All Candidates will report to Director
Pavid Stammes and his sl an 12 Moon
Mid-Ciry Shrime Cluh,

The First Section of initiation will be
given 1o candidates at 1 pom, by Hejazx
Ritealistic,

FRIDAY EVENING

Hamburgers will be served at Mid-Ciry
Shirine Cleh froom 7 opam. until 830 po
e until 1M pom. o muosic provided
by T 's George Jacksan and Don Tucker,

SATURDAY MORNING

All Candidates will report 1o Dimector
Pavvid Starnaes and the Salf on Samoday
morming at 7 a.rm. at Mid-Cley Shrine Chab,

CEREMONIAL PARADE

Limiz-up bor the Ceremanial is 930 a.nmy,
o1 S hoil Street behind Duncan Clty Hall
in [romt of Fire Station.

Parade steps ofl al 1D aum. on
Dumvcand Reddville Road and proceeds
dionwn Highweay 2490 (o Danteler Road.

LUNCH

The Ched Unic will serve lunsch for the
MNobility and candidares in the parking Bot
af Mid-City Shrine Club,  Serving time
10:30 am. to | posy, Tickets for lunch will
be in registration package for Mobdes and
ciichicdates, A limited number of meals
will be available for $5.00 per plate,

LADMES LUNCHEDN

All Fadlics are invited to join Lady Dayle
for pizza and beer by the pool ac the
Hamptomn Inn. - The fun begins &t 12 noomn,
lNckets ane S10.00 advance.  No tickets
sold at door, Ladies of candidates will be
geeests of Lady Davie Baxter.

OPENING OF CEREMONIAL
Activities will begin at 1 pom, with pres-
entition of cobors.,

A memorial service will be condueted
for all deceased Mobles of Hejae

Chabes, Units, Ausiliaries. Nobles and
Lackies will liwve an opponunity (o present
donation checks 1o Potentate Jerry Baxier.

SECOND SECTION

Hejae Directors Stafl will handie the
second Section of Inidation for all candi-
dates, which will begin immediately fol-
lowing the Opening Ceremontal activitles

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

Newherry Shringe Clhube will hose hospi-
tallgy @t the Hampron o feom 530 pum, -
330 pum,

SATURDAY EVENING

Fe prresentation For new Nobles will be
ab $00 puem. at Mid-Ciey Shrine Cluh,

Folborwing the “Welcome New Noblbes”,
music will be provided |1':.' IS Georpe
lackson and Don Tucker.

HOSPITAL VISIT

All candidates to be initiated in the Fall Class and their
ladies are requested to meet at the Greenville Unit of Shriners
Hospital for Children, 950 West Faris Road, Sunday after-
noon, May 24, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. for a tour of the hospital.
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CHIEF RABBAN 2378 Old Furnace Road

J. allen Elliot

730 Summerwood Road

Rock Hill, SC 28730
Home: B03-366-3884

ASSISTANT RABBAN
Jimmy R. Smith

2031 Adelaide Strast
Mewberry, SC 29108
Home: B03-276-8423

HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET

J. Ran Kennedy
2280 Highway 418
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Home: 864-243-2718

ORIENTAL GLIDE
Gary 5. Parsons Sr.
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BO3-286-0219
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Varnon Meek

128 Butler Driva
Simpsonville, SC 29681
Home: B64-953-3972
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Rodney M. Brown

RO. Box 566
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AREA C; Frank W. Munn
1757 Charles Avenue
Lancaster, SC 29720
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AREA D: Clavde {Jack) Cartes
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Home: BE4-225-8748

AREA E: R.Todd Rush

305 Sweetgum Street
Laurens, SC 29360

Home: B64-983-2014

AREA F: William L. Summerwille
PO. Box 53

McConnells, SC 20726

Home: B03-684-2148

AREA G: Roger Toel

100 Blue Heran Cove

Abbewille, SC 29620

Home: 864-446-7574

AREA H: Douglas G. Smith
438 Edgewater Drive
Westminster, SC 29693
Home: B64-647-1448

AREA I: Glenn D. Collins
PO, Box 1502

Gaffney, SC 29342
Home: B864-489-B826

AREA J: Barry 5. Koon
14149 C. R. Koon Hwy,
Mewbherry, SC 29108
Cell; 803-924-1800
Office; 1-B66-T768-5263

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMEN
Jamie Smith
nightmvs@vyahoo.com
{BO3) 348-8235

Jason Turner
Jason@munaco-onling.com
264-862-0210

Report as Presented by Imperial
Sir Douglas E.Maxwell on March
28, 2009, at SASA Midwinter

By Vernon G, Meek, PP, Treasurer

Thi first Shriners Hospital opened in
1922 1 treat padlie The Greenville Hospital
operned In 1937 The fivst ospital bo ireat
burm injuries opened in 1960,

In 2008, expendilures exceeded revenues
by 5200 sdllbon,  The hosgdial endowment
fund that had resched S8 billion is down o
45 hillion due 1o the econtmic downturn
amnd deficit spending. The hospial system
budget incresised h'n. S0 i ldean 16 2007
and another 5100 million in 2008, [na 20048
white paper. 90% of Shriners Hospital sys-
L hl.ll]."{'ﬂ.l.ﬁ wene 1,'||1u.i|:|-e'r|.'-|1 diL:.' or ol
paticnt care.  Inoa future of Shriners
Hospitals Committee report with the
MeManus Group b 2002, the recommen:
dation was that something needed 1o hap-
pen for the system o remain viable, The
recommendation was the closing of as
many as seven (7) hospitals {Greenville
included). Another recommendation was
that for Shriners Hospdials to become @ sig-
nificant beader in orthopedic treatment we
should be a teaching and research system

Why are our costs up SI00 million In
cach of the last two yearst There has Been
4 3% imcrease in medical stafl pessonnel.
Dusctors salaries Increased by

13% 2006
159% 2007
23% 2008
29% 2008 {expected)

This i a 58% increase in just over 3 years,
There has also beess a double digit increase
in benelits to stafl personnel in the last 2
Vears. Headguarters  personnel  has
increased by 20% in the last two years.

Utk for the Sysbem b remnain el
ed culling costs as well as incresing nev-
enues. One source of revenue (o be consid-
ered at the rn:|||e'r:i:|J Spgg oy 1 San AnLonio
is the acceplance of 3rd party pay (Le
insurancel. A Price Waterhowse report esti-
mates Jrd party pay woukd net S0 million
:||\|'||:|i|]I3,'. :'iixl:'!; e 7% of patemes have
Insuranoce, Other options are:, lower costs,
clisse a5 mamy as 4 hospitals oF convert
SOTTHE ||1:-~.|1i|.1|:~. 1 .'|r|1|:|1|:|.=lur:,'."|||.|1|'|:|Iir-|1l:s:
facilities.

To balance the bwdper, we have o get
costs i lime, bat how do we do a? Eight
hospitals could be research centers and
these include: Boston,  Philadelphia,
Northern Californka, Portland and others.

These research centers would trear the
miast difficult cases, This would create
meare - transpartation costs that would be
transferred o the Temples

These are issues to be resolved provided
And panty pay is apprioved, Imperial Officer
Al Madsen Is leading this effort,

Thae Erie Hospital meported thiat 680% of
thedr patients are ambualatory with an adidi-
vomal 25% being one night stays.  They
have altéred operating  schedules 1o
Maondays and Toesdays versas Thursdiys
amd Fridays 1o reduce weekend stays. The
Erte Fncility s alse looking st renting led
s o other hospital groups,

Imiperial Sir Maxwell stared, “Instead of
cannot do &, levs find a WiV [0 ey 11"

Imperial  Bir Maxwell listed several
approaches to finding a way: 1 To acoept
3rd pany pay will require a change in the
Artiches of Incorporation and o By-Law
change. 2 Acute back reseirch programs to
loasr centers and accepd Matianal Instinie
of Headeh [NLLHC grants, § Limit e ol
headguarters activities. 4 Freesze/madify
employes benefiis. 5 Reduction of liospiral
buddpets o cutting back aperations, B
Combine Galveston and Houston hospitals
In the Houston facility. 7 Increase the
Engbowment Fund, & Reduction of head-
Guikrters persannel

[rmperial Skr cived utilizatbon of all of our
lospiials s fowd, with an average of 275 beds
usedd af the 970 bed sysiem

Imperial Sir was asked why was the
Greenville hosplzal on the closing lls1? He
answered “(imlgr:lphi:'\. arsd wnliEzation,”
All SASA representatives present wene pu-
#led by the reasoqiing.

Impeerial Sir askel the SASA repineseita
tives “What are your feelings about closing
the Greenville Hospieal,” and everyone
respncled 00 NOT CLOSETL.

Imperind Sir has spoken at six Associztion
Meetings w date and he said he has
recebved the same response by all,

Information in this repart is as presented
by Imperial Sir Maxwell.  Most of the
opbans and sugpestions would require an
approval by the Imperal  Session
Representatives.  As the Imperial Sir
expressed “The combinatbon of inereased
onsts and the economic conditions present
challvnges, Emotins and boggc will have o
meeet for a positive resolution of the eco-
DO -;'I1i|.|f4,'!|1.;|;'5..'

County of Greenville, 5.C.

s.C

ATTEST:
William R. Rodgers
Recorder

OFFICIAL CALL

A stated business session of Hejaz Shriners will be held Wednesday,
May 20, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. at Hejax Shring Headguarters, Mauldin,

The purpose of this meeting is to receive and ballot on petitions,
and to act on such other business as may come before i

Yours in the Faith,
Jerry K. Baxter
Potentate
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Past Masters Unit members that participated in Master Mason Degree in

Duncan (left to rightl. Front row: lllustrious Sir Sherwood Kaiser, Tommy
Grant, Ed Baier, Secretary, lllustrious Sir Jerry Basxter, Everette Whitmore,
Ben Henrick, David Cunningham, Jonathan Sprinkle, and Guy Palmer.
Back Row: James Humphreys, Treasurer, Jay Pearson, Grand Sr. Warden, J.
J. Baxter, Vice President and Master of Duncan Lodge, Jason Tumer,
President, Ed Snow, Director of Work, Dennis Julian, Eard Frady and
INustrious Sir Luke Thompsaon.

i Jackson Shrine Club l

By Frank Mun

lzckson Shrine Club has several prof-
eols coming up,  Cur Charity ride is
scheduled for April 18, A 20-gage shol-
gun ghve-away started in March. Jackson
will continue to sell the 2008 car and
gatling pun tickets for the Temple,  Our
Cluly §s planndng a one day Nsh fry and
sEeind ol .'-i:n:.' 1.

Juckson Shrine Club was pleased to
have Iustrious Sir Jerry Baxter, First

Lady Dayvle, daughter Rhonda, Noble
Ceenge Parker and the Zmmermans visiy
our club and eat fish and stew on
February 20, We also had o visit on the
20th from Past Potentate John Bradley
andd Past Pogentae James Moo,

Chur Cluby was saddened by the passing
of Margarelt Beckham, wilfe of Noble
Chad Beckhim, and the passing of Noble
Hal Twitchetl.

Money GiveAway
Friday, June 12

Hejaz Shrine Center
$50 Per Couple

Includes Dinner, Drinks and Dance
$50 To Winner Of First Ticket Drawn
Every 10th Ticket Drawn Will Win $50
Last Ticket Drawn Will Win 10% Of Ticket Sales

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - Dinner
7:30 p.m.-11 p.m. - Free Hospitality

8:00 p.m.-11 p.m. - Dance

Music by Reflections

Limited of tickets available

For tickets contact:
Hejaz Shrine Center - B64-277-4386 or 1-BM-833-8409
George Jackson - B64-246-5236
limmy Smith - 803-276-8423

The

Motles,

Well, here it 15 April already. A fourth of the year IS already gone. My, how
time flies when you are having fun.

On March 14th most of the Divan went to the Woodruff Shrine Club’s rab-
Bit supper. The food was good, plus we enjoyed visiting with our friends in
Woodruff. Thank you members of Woodruff Shrine Club for all your hard
work,

March 21st was our Potentate’s Ball. Lady Dayle and | can't begin to thank
all the Mobles and Ladies that helped to make this night ane that we will
remember forever. The fun began with the hospitality at 2:00 prand from
there until the early morning we danced and sang alondg with the Fabulous
Shades, who entertained us with lots of 505 music. Thanks to everyone
who helped with the food, beverage and decorations. A special thanks to
our Ball Chairman, llustrious Sir Luke Thompson and Lady Anne fior all their
hard work. Thanks to Rhonda, Gene, Debbie, Elma, J. J., and the Astro-Muts
and their committeas for all their help, Lady Dayle and | were not allowed
in the Ballroom until everyone else was inside. Boy, were we pleasantly sur-
prised a5 we rode into the Ballroom in our 'S7 Cheyy | thought we weare
really back in the 505, | think Elvis and Marilyn were delighted with the dress
and decor. Thanks to George Jackson for recommending the Fabulous
Shades and also for singing the opening song. It was 3 song to get our
evening started and also emphasize the attire of the Divan (A White Sport
Coat and A Pink Carnationl, Thanks to cur Recorder, Mustrious Sir Bob
Rodgers for the great job he did as Master of Ceremonies. My grandson,
Andrew Gregory, did a wonderful rendition of “Swing Low®. That was a spe-
cia surprise for Lady Dayle and myself,

On March 25th | went wiath our Director, Dawvid Starnes. and five members
of the Directors Staff to the SOA in Columbus, Ohio. Thanks David for a
great trip. | hated to miss the first two days of the Circus, but | was able to
attend the next 12 shows. What a great year for the Circus. We had high
attendance at most of the shows, We sold out of programs on the last day
of the Circus, and novelty and concession sales were great.  Thanks (o
sherwood Kaiser, the Circus Committes and all the volunteers for your help

Qur Temple parties have started with our first ane being April 10th, The
next one will be May 8th. See details for June 12th in this issue of the
Commentator. Please come out and |oin us at the Temgple for dinner and
dancing 1o music by the Reflections Band,

Ramember, ... Together we can help.

Fratarnally,
Jerry Baxter

Your Logo or
Shrine Emblem

TICKETS

Anne Thompson
B64-439-8256
annets3@beallsouth.net
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